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Planning Commission Agenda 20180911 

 

City of Buena Vista 

Planning Commission 
 

Agenda for April 9th 2019 

CITY OF 

BUENA VISTA 
Planning and Zoning 

2039 Sycamore Avenue 

Buena Vista VA 24416 

 

Public Hearing 

Conditional Use Permit for grilling pavilion at 2027 Magnolia Avenue, Buena Vista Fire 

Department applicant 

 

Regular Meeting 

Call to Order by Chairman 

 

Roll Call 
 

Public Comment 

 

Review and Adoption of Minutes 
Minutes of March 12th meeting 

Report of Secretary 

 

Report of Standing Committees  

 

Report of Special Committees 

 

New Business 

1. Discuss name change for Seminary Hill Historic District 

 

Old Business 

Adjournment 
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Planning Commission Agenda 20180911 

Members and Term Expirations: 
Dennis Hawes, Chairman, 7/31/2020 

Mike Ohleger, Vice-Chairman, 6/30/2022 

Sandy Burke, 8/31/2021 

Marolyn Cash, 6/30/2020 

Lucy Ferrebee, 9/30/2019 

Melvin Henson, City Council 

Representative, 9/30/2019 

Preston Manuel, 12/31/2020 

Jay Scudder, Ex Officio member 

Bradyn Tuttle, 12/31/2020 

 

 

Staff:  
Tom Roberts, Director of Planning & Community Development, Secretary 

 

Meetings: 

Members of the Buena Vista Planning Commission meet in Council Chambers, 2039 Sycamore 

Avenue, at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, unless otherwise announced. Meetings 

may be held and business conducted without a quorum, but no votes may be taken unless a 

quorum is present. A majority of members constitutes a quorum. A motion passes with a 

majority vote; a tie constitutes defeat of the motion. 

Please go to our website www.bvcity.org for more information on this and other issues and 

information about the City of Buena Vista including the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use 

Regulations. The Department of Planning & Community Development is open Monday through 

Friday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM and Tom Roberts can be reached at (540) 261-8607 or 

troberts@bvcity.org. Please call ahead to ensure availability.  

 

Public Comments Or Suggestions 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name, Address, and Signature: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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CITY OF BUENA VISTA 
Planning & Community Development 

2039 Sycamore Avenue 

Buena Vista VA 24416 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

DATE:  3/20/2019 

TYPE:  Conditional Use Permit 

SUBJ: Buena Vista Fire Department Grill Pavilion at 2027 Magnolia Avenue 

 

Synopsis 

The Buena Vista Fire Department proposes to erect a prefabricated carport as a grilling pavilion 

at the rear of 2027 Magnolia Avenue, across the alleyway from their facility at 2010 Sycamore 

Avenue. 

Site Information 

Address/Tax Map: 2027 Magnolia Ave, 34-1-2-16-22 

Existing zoning: Mixed Use (MU) 

Existing land use: Vacant/storage 

Proposed zoning: Mixed Use (MU) 

Proposed land use: Vacant/storage and grilling pavilion 

Surrounding zoning and land use: 

All surrounding properties are Mixed Use. 

Staff Recommendation: Approve 

Tentative 

Timeline 
Preliminary Commission Discussion n/a 

Planning Commission Public Hearing 4/9/2019 

City Council Public Hearing 5/2/2019 

City Council Adoption 5/16/2019 
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Overview 

The Buena Vista Fire Department (BVFD) proposes to erect a 12’ x 21’ prefabricated carport 

behind the building at 2027 Magnolia Ave to serve as storage and grilling area for their trailer-

pulled grills. These grills are used periodically throughout the year for special events. The BVFD 

is located across the alleyway from this site and has obtained permission from the property 

owner. 

For the last several years, the grills have been stored and used under a temporary tent structure 

on the vacant lot immediately south of 2027 Magnolia Avenue. 

Zoning 

In the Mixed Use zone, most primary uses must “store tools, parts, goods, repairs, services, 

equipment and/or supplies in a permanent enclosed structure and if not in a permanent enclosed 

structure shall be required to apply for and receive an approved conditional use permit.” (614.03-

1). Although outdoor grilling is not an explicitly listed permitted use, it falls under 614.03-1.2-27 

Catering. Also more generally, the outdoor grilling falls under 614.03-1.7-18 “Any public uses 

or use by a semi-public agency whose activities are primarily nonprofit in nature.” 

The grilling pavilion is not considered an accessory structure because (a) it is not functionally 

associated with the primary building at 2027 Magnolia Avenue; and (b) the primary use with 

which it is functionally associated is on a separate lot and tax parcel (2010 Sycamore Ave). 

Site 

No land disturbance or changes to the ground surface are proposed. No utilities will be required. 

Adequate clearance will be provided on all sides of the pavilion to accessing the building at 2027 

Magnolia and for alley traffic. There are no setback requirements in the MU zone. 

Analysis 

This proposal will take an existing use and shift its location by about 50 feet northward and 

under a new structure. The permanent carport structure will be more shielded from street view, 

and more aesthetically appealing, than the temporary tent structure the BVFD has used for a 

number of years. There is no expected impact on infrastructure or traffic and minimal impact on 

downtown appearance and curb appeal. 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of the proposal as presented. 






